FLES Unit Infused With Culture 
Inspired by FLESFEST at CSCTFL, Milwaukee, WI, March 10, 2012

Name:  Jody Schneider
     School & Address:  Woodlands, 5510 W. Bluemound Rd. Milwaukee, WI   53208 


Language(s)/Grade(s):  French, K-8   ​​​​​​Title/Topic/Grade:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​Myself / My Family, Grades  1-2
Unit Overview:  This unit focuses on family.  As a prompt, I use a coloring page of Babar and his family celebrating a birthday.  Students create a short, collaborative story based on what they see in the picture.  They recite the story. Inspired by FLESFEST 2012 Make-And-Take:  Each student will make a glyph that tells about him/her and a birthday party, using a blackline drawing of Babar.  The legend (to be created with students’ help) will include:  Number of points on crown = age   / Color of tie = kind of cake they like / number of buttons on vest = siblings (triangles = brothers, squares = sisters) / color of shoes = kind of ice cream they like / number of balloons = how many people at the party.  Students will exchange glyphs with a partner who will tell them what they know by looking at the glyph. 
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	Performance Assessment
	Listen to story about Babar and his  family (Voici Babar et sa famille). On a page of pictures, circle the ones in the story.
	Make a French birthday card or party invitation.
	Draw a “photo”(picture) of your own birthday celebration and share with a partner, asking and answering questions.  (Glyphs may be used as a prompt.)


Reflection: "If you lead with culture, language will follow and so will connections, comparisons, and communities."  (FLESFEST 2012 Theme at CSCTFL)
Culture provides a meaningful context for language and an inspiration for students to communicate.  Building deeper understanding of their own culture(s) as they become more knowledgeable and accepting of others, a culture focus to language and communication connects people and promotes caring, responsible, interactive world citizenship.  Without culture, language is just a cerebral exercise.   

All five sessions at FLESFEST 2012 reinforced both pedagogy and practice for infusing culture into our lessons.  I appreciated Donna Clementi’s efforts to synthesize and model ways to “pack” culture into planning through thought-provoking quotes, the Wisconsin Standards “flower,” the “Iceberg Concept of Culture,” templates for “Cultural Intelligence” and “The Global Competence Matrix” (Elementary School Matrix), as well as emotion-evoking pictures and language prompts.  The afternoon sessions demonstrated specific language/communication and other standards that can “follow” a well-planned culture context through literature, social studies and art. 

My grades 1-2 family unit is already enriched with additional culture links as a result of this year’s FLESFEST:  1) Students will be doing more comparisons of themselves and other French-speaking cultures through literature and art. I love the glyphs, which I will add in some way to all grades!  2) I will be sure to collect and show photos of children in various, diverse cultures. 3) I was also inspired to create activities that compare two French paintings (discussing responses to a Venn Diagram and planning a presentation), in preparation and as a follow-up for an upcoming grades 7-8 field trip to the Chicago Art Institute.  I believe that all of my students, K-8, will show more interest in the language activities, while becoming increasingly more adept at articulating the culture connections in which the communication is embedded. 

